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great sin is provincialism. And here the new world
differs from the old, in which the tastes of aristo-
.crats were supreme, and mortal crime lay in vul-
garity.

But while the great intellectual and social failure of
torday lies in provincialism, no serious mind assumes-
that the world-idea is to be arrived at easily. Only
the .tree that is firm-rooted in its own soil can offer
us a perfect crown of leaf and blossom. And simi-
larly, only the heart that responds perfectly to the
claims of its immediate environment, only the charac-
ter that fulfils to the utmost its stint of civic duty,,
only this heart and mind is capable of taking its place
in the ranks of the truly cosmopolitan. Only the fully
national can possibly contribute to the cosmo-
national.

And this is understood to-day by cultured persons,
all the world over. The cheap superciliousness of
the young man who, on leaving his village in Kamsr
chatka or Uganda, has been initiated into the habits
and manners of the European democracy, and takes
himself for this reason as an exalted and competent
critic of his own people, only evokes a smile. No
one desires his acquaintance, for he has nothing to
add to the thought-world of those with whom he is
so proud to have been associated. Every act, every
movement, writes large across his forehead the word
"snob".